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This year’s Debs Award recipient, Bobby Duval, is 
being recognized for his human rights work in Haiti, 
although his political activism is also part of the 
picture.

As regards his political activism, he spent 17 months 
in prison for speaking out against the excesses of the 
Duvalier dictatorship.  He was starved and tortured, 
and saw hundreds of fellow activists die there, some 
beaten to death in front him.

Duval is the son of Haiti’s Creole elites, a prominent 
automotive family.  He became a soccer star, leading 
Montreal’s Loyola University to a championship in 
the early 1970s.  After graduation, he returned to 
Haiti and was a star on Haiti’s popular Violette soccer 
team.  That playing role ended abruptly in 1976 when 
he was jailed for his political activism.

After release from prison, he returned to the Violette 
Club as club president.  By this time, he had a son 
whom he wanted to have the opportunity to learn 
soccer.  He saw that the majority of Haitian children 
were being left on their own to learn soccer.

This is when Duval took on the role of human rights 
activist by providing a training facility where children 
can learn soccer and basketball.  The owners of an 
unused field were persuaded to allow Duval to clean 
up the 15-acre field and build two basketball courts 
and an outdoor lunchroom where the children can eat, 
this in addition to the soccer field.

This shows that, for Duval, soccer is more than the 
workouts and more than just a daily plate of hot food 
for the children.  The field is near some of the poorest 
neighborhoods in this poorest country in the Western 
Hemisphere.  Most are slum kids and their models 
are juvenile delinquents.  But Duval’s kids won’t turn 
into bums.  They learn discipline and how to dream a 

brighter dream.  Soccer 
can be a key that helps 
open other doors.  Some 
of his players have 
gained the opportunity 
to play at higher levels.  
Two of Duval’s players, 
including his son, were 
invited to try out with 
a second-division team 
in France.  Duval hopes 
the  successes  wi l l 
encourage the children 
to stick to it, to learn 
discipline, become goal-driven.  Instead of being on 
the street, they learn their capabilities, and they learn 
life skills.

By the way, at Duval’s training camp, everything is 
free---soccer gear and the hot meal the players get 
after practice---and Duval also pays their school fees 
and medical bills.

The destructive earthquake which struck Port-au-
Prince recently has thrust Duval into the international 
spotlight.  Being near the airport and a piece of level 
ground not littered with debris, the training facility 
was converted to a tent city where thousands of the 
homeless could be fed and provided tent shelters.  
Duval used his multi-lingual skills to interpret for 
aid workers and for network news, especially CNN.  
Duval’s services facilitated the spread of news of the 
plight of the earthquake victims around the world, and 
encouraged international relief efforts.

Duval’s life has been an outstanding example of 
public service and humanitarianism of the first order.  
We are happy to honor him with the Debs Award 
this year and hope you will join us October 2 for this 
event.
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